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ICE BREAKER:  What is an area of interest or hobby you often know more about than others?  

GROUP QUESTIONS: 
(Read verses 25-28) The Jewish religious expert asked Jesus, “What must I do to receive eternal life?”  

However, Jesus’ own questioning revealed the religious expert already knew the answer, as the expert replied, 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart…soul…strength and mind” and, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Jesus showed the religious expert’s problem was not that he didn’t know God’s answer to his question, 
but that he didn’t obey God’s answer. That is why Jesus replied, “You have answered correctly…Do this and 
you will live.” The problem the religious expert had was not lack of knowledge, but lack of obedience. As Mark 
Twain once said, “It’s not the things in the Bible I don’t understand that bother me, it’s the things I do 
understand that bother me.” 
1. Why is our relationship with God not determined by our intelligence, but by our obedience? 

(Read verses 27-29) When Jesus confronted the Jewish expert with the truth he already knew, Jesus added, 
“Do this and you will live.” Jesus was saying to the religious expert, “Do what you know, but have not done.” 

When the Jewish scholar was confronted with the truth he was not living up to, notice his response. “He 
wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor.’” When God confronts us with truth we 
are violating or disobeying, we often seek to justify or rationalize ourselves.  
2. Why do we justify ourselves when we are confronted with a truth we are not living up to? 

(Read verses 29-37) Jesus’ words to the Jewish expert tested his obedience to God’s truths. The expert 
tried to justify his lack of obedience to loving his neighbors, saying in effect, “And who is my (true) neighbor.” 

Jesus therefore tells a story where a Samaritan, not a Jewish priest and Levite, demonstrates mercy in 
saving a Jewish traveler. Jews considered Samaritans as half-breeds of Jewish and Gentile mix. Jews despised 
Samaritans for rejecting Jerusalem as the place of worship, choosing their own Mount Gerazim instead. 

Jesus’ parable reveals this truth: The real test of obedience to God’s truths will NOT be with those we love, 
but those we find hard to love. It will NOT be in comfortable situations, but in often difficult ones. 
3. How has God tested your obedience with a difficult person or difficult situation? 

(Read verse 30-35) In his travel to or from the Jerusalem temple, a Jewish priest came upon an 
unexpected, unplanned interruption—a fellow Jew laying half-dead in front of him. The priest passed by on 
the other side. Next, a Jewish Levite came upon the same interruption to his important travel. He too passed 
by on the other side. Finally, A Samaritan came upon the same scene. He however, “came where the man was 
and when he saw him, he took pity on him…and took care of him.” 

The Samaritan saw the same thing the previous Jewish travelers had seen, but responded to it differently.  
Often God puts unexpected interruptions to our days to reveal the condition of our hearts.   
4. How has God used interruptions to reveal your priorities or condition of your heart? 
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PRAYER GROUP TIME 
(Make a list of people whom those in your group plan to share Christ with this week.) 
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