MATTHEW 22:34-40
6 MARCH 2022
ICE BREAKER: What is a personality trait in others you find annoying or difficult to be around.

GROUP QUESTIONS:

(Read verses 37-40) In this passage, we find Jesus in the midst of a series of tests set by Israel’s best and
brightest religious rulers. They questioned His authority so as to undermine it (21:23-46). They questioned His
loyalty concerning paying taxes to Rome so as to arrest Him (22:15-22). They questioned Him about doctrine
so as to discredit Him (22:23-33). Now they test Him to summarize the entire Old Testament into one
commandment so as to embarrass Him.

Unmoved, Jesus declared the whole Old Testament could be described in one verb: love. Created in the
image of God, we have the capacity to love, but how we love is shaped by those nearest and dearest to us.

1. Who is someone who has modeled love to you?

Love not only is foundational in fulfilling God’s Word, just as important is the object of our love. Jesus
declared, “Love your neighbors as yourself.” Jesus did not say we are to love things, but love people. Jesus
calls us to make relationships priority over things. Followers of Jesus are to love people, and use things, not
love things and use people.

One of Jesus’ great warnings remains, “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his
soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8:36-37) In the economy of God, we are called
to invest in meaningful, loving relationships.

2.  Who is someone you sense God is calling you to make higher priority this year?

(Read verse 39) Interestingly, the quality of how we love others depends on how we love and accept
ourselves. Notice Jesus said, “Love your neighbors as yourself.” The degree to which we love others is affected
by how we love and view ourselves.

If we are insecure, envious, impatient, our best efforts of loving others will be limited by those fault-lines
in our own character. As Proverbs 27:19 declares, “As water reflects a face, so a man’s heart reflects the
man.” The quality of our love flows from the quality and health of our hearts. We can only give others only
what we have, not what we do not have.

3.  What destructive habit or fault-line in your character hinders you from loving others as you should?

(Read verses 37-38) First and foremost, Jesus proclaimed, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
all your soul and with all your mind.” Material possessions are often important, but not more than people.
People are important, but not more than God. If we love and are preoccupied with things over God, we will
lose our souls. If we love others over God, we will demand of them only that which we can receive from God.

Love has an object and a priority. To confuse the priority of love undermines our eternal purpose, making
us petty idol factories.

4. This year, what one thing must you do, or not do, to help you significantly grow in your love for God?
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