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ICE BREAKER:  Share wise words or great advice you have received. 
 

LARGE GROUP QUESTIONS: 
(Read verse 13)  Apparently, there were those in the Church who publicly made it known, even to 

the point of boasting, how they planned out their lives.  They confidently shared where they were going 
to live, where they were going to work, for how many years they were going to work and the success 
they were to achieve…all this without reference to God or seeking His will. 

Jesus’ life could be summarized in his prayer to God the Father, ‘Not my will, but yours be done.’ 
(Luke 22:42).  Those who planned out their lives without reference to God lived by, ‘Not Your will be 
done, but my will be done.’ 
1.  Describe something significant you pursued, bought, or achieved without seeking God’s will.  How 
did it turn out? 
 

(Read verses 13-14)  To those who confidently planned out their lives without seeking God’s 
direction, James told them to listen up.  First, these future planners were blind to this fundamental 
truth—you do not know the future.  ‘You do not even  know what will happen tomorrow.’ 

God knows the future; we do not.  Life sooner than later testifies to that reality. 
2.  What is something you are doing now you could not have planned or foreseen years ago? 
 

(Read verses 14-16)  James warns future planners who plan without reference to God that they 
forget this second fundamental truth—life is short.  You are not promised tomorrow.  Though life here 
on earth seems long, compared to eternity, life is ‘a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes.’ 

Consider all the time, effort, work, and worry you put into this life…that will soon abruptly end.  
What life are you investing in, this one or the one hereafter?  The greatest tragedy will be if you become  
successful in the finite, but fail in the infinite, rich in the material, but poor in the spiritual.  As Jesus 
warned, ‘For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?’  (Mark 8:36) 
3.  If you purposed to live for the long term, for eternity, and not for the short term, for this world, 
what one thing needs to change for you now? 
 

  (Read verse 17)  This verse describes the Sin of Omission.  Sin is doing what God has declared you 
should not do.  The sin of omission is NOT doing what God has declared you should do.  The strength 
and witness of our faith in Jesus will be defined not only by what we do, but also by what we do NOT do, 
that is, what we hesitate, ignore or refuse to do.  
4.  Describe a sin of omission you have struggled with or that God has been identifying in your life. 
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PRAYER GROUP TIME 
(Make a list of people whom those in your group plan to witness Christ to this week.) 
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